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1. WE INFORMED BY KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCE THAT PLO EX COMM, 
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MEETING THIS MORNING IN DAMASCUS, HAS DECIDED BOYCOTT UPCOMING 
TRIPARTITE MEETING IN CAIRO. PLO/EC MEMBER FAROUQ QADDUMI 
REPORTEDLY WILL TRAVEL TO CAIRO THIS WEEKEND TO BE PRESENT AT ARAB 
FONMINS CONFERENCE AT ARAB LEAGUE HQS. SEP 1. WE UNDERSTAND 
QADDUMI HAS INSTRUCTIONS TO CONVEY PLO/ DECISION TO FONMIN 
FAHMI AND INFORM HIM IT IS IRREVERSIBLE UNLESS PRES. SADAT (A) 

RTRACTS GOE SUPPORT FOR ALEXANDRIA COMMUNIQUE AND HIS RECENT 
REMARKS ON THAT SUBJECT. AND (B) PROMISES FULL EGYPTIANS SUPPORT 
FOR INSCRIPTION OF PALESTINIAN ISSUED AS SEPARATE ITEM ON UNGA 
AGENDA. 

2. COMMENT: IF ABOVE REPORT IS CORRECT, WOULD APPEAR ARAFAT AND 
CO. HAVE DECIDED, FOR TIME 

BEING AT LEAST AND FOR REASONS WHICH ARE AS YET OBSCURE. TO CONFRONT 
SADAT HEAD-ON IN HOPES OF FORCING HIM TO REVERT TO 100 
PERCENT SUPPORT OF PLO. WILL BE INTERESTING TO SEE WHETHER THIS 
PLOY WILL WORK AND WHETHER HARD-LINE PALESTINIAN PRESSURE CAN 
STILL COMMAND OBEDIENCE IN CAIRO. COULD BE THAT 'ARAFAT, AS HAS 
HAPPENED SO OFTEN IN PAST. HAS FELT OBLIGED CATER TO DIE-HARD, SELF- 
DESTRUCTIVE PALESTINIAN SENTIMENT AT EXPENSE OF PRACTICALITY AND 
HIS OWN "MODERATE'' AMBITIONS. GODLEY 
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